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now been decided that, if the people do not listen to its instructions, the
authorities should be informed. Indeed, it is better that this should be so.
If we keep our weaknesses hidden over a period of time and plague
subsequently breaks out there, the Malay Location, too, will be wiped out
like the Indian, and we shall have to wring our hands in helplessness.
It is, therefore, necessary to publish the names of those who are willing
to get out of the filth for that will only be administering a bitter dose
in their interests as well those of others.

The local doctor has accepted our request that our people be
informed of any death among the Indians in the Plague Hospital, so that
the body could be taken charge of and the funeral rites performed.

[From Gujarati]
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We publish in another column a very important statement from our
correspondent at Potchefstroom. Two glaring mis-statements were made
at the Convention. The one was with reference to Pietersburg, and the
other, to Potchefstroom. With respect to both these towns, the speakers
boldly alleged that the Indians were swamping European trade, and
that their present strength was considerably in excess of what it was before
the war. As to Pietersburg, the fallacy has been exploded. Mr. Kleinen-
berg has not yet shown that the statements, made by Mr. Abdool Gani
in The Star* are incorrect. Now we have a report from Potchefstroom,
and, seeing that our correspondent gives the names of the British Indian
store-keepers at present trading within the town limits, we think that this
report should be considered satisfactory by the public as it undoubtedly
is to us. Even were it true that there is now a greater number of Indian
store-keepers in Potchefstroom, or in any other place, that could never
be a reason for confiscation of rights, but since sensational statements
have been made without any truth in them, it is as well that the public
should be placed in possession of facts as they are, and that the Indian
side of the question should not be prejudiced by exaggeration on the part
of the anti-Indian party. The most painful part, however, of this whole
affair is that those who pose as leaders have shown themselves utterly
incompetent even to examine the truth of matters that have been placed
before them. They have, in their eagerness to make out an anti-Indian
argument, accepted any fiction that has been passed on to them.

Indian Opinion, 28-1-1905

1 Vide "Letter to The Star", December 24, 1904.